
            First Pres(s) 
“Come, worship and serve the Risen 

Christ with Us” 
         A Publication by and for First Presbyterian Church 

            2500 Church Street, Belton, TX  76513 

                   254-939-2115   E-mail:fpcbelton@vvm.com 

                         Website:www.fpcbelton.org                

February 2012 

          
    

Grace and Peace and All God's Good Gifts: 

We are responding to God’s call with enthusiasm and energy! With the adult music program 

back in full swing, Think Young on Valentine's Day, and the two "Read the Bible in Ninety 

Days" groups meeting weekly, not to mention all the activities of the Presbyterian Women, 

chances are you will be at church more often this month than last. 

In addition, we will host Clerks of Session from all over this part of the Presbytery for the 

annual Session Minutes Review, and the Membership Committee will meet. 

Please join me in prayers for traveling mercies as we travel to Fort Worth for the "Creating 

Cultures of Generosity" Seminar. Attending are Bob Livingston, Johnnie Schilling, Arthur 

McPhail and myself.  In addition, both Arthur and Julie McPhail will travel to Dallas to attend 

their first meeting of Grace Presbytery and I will join them there. Look for more information 

about these opportunities in the March newsletter.  

Plan to join us on Wednesday, February 22
nd

, at 7 p.m. for a special Ash Wednesday service. 

If you have never received the imposition of ashes, this is the year to come and learn about it. 

The imposition is totally optional.   

Sunday, February 26
th
 is the first Sunday in Lent. Together we will begin learning about the 

"Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations", beginning with Radical Hospitality, and we will 

begin reading together as a congregation the same Lenten Daily Devotional Book, 

 "Cultivating Fruitfulness: Five Weeks of Prayer and Practice for Congregations" by  

Robert Schnase. In addition, at the Fellowship Luncheon, we will receive a friend of  

D. Kirkland's as a special guest. 

Most of all, let us hold each other in our hearts and lift each other up to the Lord! 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 



            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

               

                 
 

 

 

ñCultivating Fruitfulnessò 

Although Lent is several weeks away, we are already 
making plans to celebrate a Holy Lent together as a 
congregation. One of the ways weôll do this is by 
reading the same daily devotional during the 
first five weeks of Lent. Beginning February 26th 
and ending on March 31st, we will read just two pages 
a day in a book titled "Cultivating Fruitfulness" 
by Robert Schnase. Each week has its own 
theme and a sermon on that theme will begin 
our reading.  Books are available for purchase for 
$4.00 in the Fellowship Hall.  

 



         A   from Jane: 
 

 
Thank you for your faithful presence in the worship services of our church.  According to Rev. Rebecca, 

our attendance records show that First Pres., Belton is way above the curve in the number of members 
who are present Sunday to Sunday.  I think this speaks well for the spiritual life of the congregation ð as 

well as for òthe love that these Christians have for one another!ó (a quote from a first century historian)  
Your musical worship is inspiring to anyone who joins us for worship.  It is always a joy to hear your 

singing! 

The ònext generationó is growing in many ways.  By the time you read this, you will have heard the 
young singers join the adult choir the last Sunday in January in the rousing anthem òPraise the Lordó by 

Natalie Sleeth.  Thank you kids.  You are a continuing blessing to us all! 

The choir is preparing the music for the Lenten services ð and if you listen to the sounds escaping the choir 

room on Sunday morning ð you may catch a bit of Easter joy as we begin working on the music for Holy 
Week and Easter Sunday.  

We have a talented, willing, and faithful choir.  In 2003, I penned some lines for their Christmas card from 
their choir director.  Although most appropriate a couple of months ago at Christmas time, the message 

holds true throughout the year! 
 

Small, but Willing 

 

We are a small choir, - but willing. 

Our voices  are amplified by God’s grace 

   And sounds of good tidings are heard in the sanctuary. 

       It was a small group that heard angel’s voices 

announcing the birth of “God with us.” 

Yet the message was amplified by God’s grace 

And thousands now  kneel at the feet of the risen Lord. 

He was a small child – this baby named Jesus. 

Yet he is the greatest gift God ever gave – 

The gift of God’s entering humankind – 

and all is changed. 

We are a small choir – but willing. 

Use us for your glory. 
 

 Love, Jane 

 



 

 

     Presbyterian Women/Circle  

 

 

 
 

We have had a wonderful start to the New Year. Our meeting January 8 th  had 15 women in 

attendance. We enjoyed Janie Hickersonõs Beatitudes lesson, and we visited, we did business, we 

òstuffedó dolls, and we ate!   

BUSINESS FIRST  

Committee members for Super Bowl 46  are Dee Kirkland, Mary Rye, Gail Palmore, and Mary 

Frances Brown. They will need your help. Please contact them to volunteer. Super Bowl Sunday 

and Family Game Day will be a great afternoon. Weõll start after church with four kinds of òdogsó 

served you way, lots of snacks and treats individually packaged for your purchase, and gift 

baskets prepared for the Silent Auction. Weõll have the game on T.V. and lots of board games for 

those ready to play òClueó, òMonopolyó, cards or dominos. If you missed our event in the fall, save 

Feb 5 for an afternoon of fellowship and fun. We encourage you to eat your way through Super 

Bowl !  

We donated over 200 hearts to the patients at Scott and White Hospital. The administr ation was 

very grateful .They use about 30 hearts a week. We are presently sewing and stuffing dolls for 

the childrenõs hospital and plan to donate them in June. NOTE to sewers: please use as small a  

margin as you can.  The hospital would like the doll pr etty true -to-size to the pattern. Thank you 

to early morning Sunday people for helping with stuffing. It is a huge effort to complete these 

and we appreciate all of you.  

Toiletry articles are in the preparation stage. Committee members for this are Gene Mc Knight, 

Debby Wood, Lois Proctor, and Ann Misenheimer. We have lots of soaps, lotion, and toothpaste 

and brushes. We need menõs and ladyõs deodorant, combs and brushes, African American 

products, tissue packs and washcloths. Thank you to those who have alr eady purchased items for 

us. Fifty bags are to be sewn. They are about the size of a 9x12 piece of paper, and that will serve 

us well.  

Card fronts are being collected for St. Jude.  

(Continued on next page Ƃ) 

 

 



 

 

     Presbyterian Women/Circle  

 

   (Continued from previous page)  

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 16, I had the pleasure of attending the Church Women of the Temple Area 

meeting. Ann Misenheimer  and Gene McKnight are faithful attendees. Representatives of over 

20 churches come together, share and learn from each other. We eat, have a speaker, and hear 

different perspectives and ideas on mission in our area. I invite you to save Monday, March 19 th , 

11:30 a.m. and join us. The meeting is worthwhile and you will come away enlightened.  

Letõs have PW well represented in March. 

February 24 th  and 25 th  Women of Prayer Ministries presents òLiving the Committed Lifeó at 

Temple College Pavilion. This is the third year for this gathering. See Karen for details, but I 

would like a minimum for two people to attend either Friday evening or Saturday morning 

sessions. All is free and you get fed!!  

Many times we feel overwhelmed with the needs and wants of our community. We seem to give 

all we can in time, talent, and tithes. We may be able to do more but sometimes it seems a 

daunting task to reach so many in dire  straits. Fittingly, I present you with a couple of jokes to 

lighten your burdens and chuckle your minds!  

Joke #1- A father was approached by his son who said, òI know what the Bible means.ó His 

father replied, òO.K. what does the Bible mean?ó òThatõs easy, dad,ó the young boy replied 

excitedly, òit stands for òBasic Information Before Leaving Earth.ó 

Joke #2 - Sunday after church, a mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about. 

The daughter answered, òDonõt be scared, youõll get your quiltó. Needless to say, the mom was 

perplexed. Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the mom asked about the lesson. 

He said, òBe not afraid, the comforter is coming.ó 

Thanks for being who you are.  

 Karen  Fruehan  

 

 



        

 

Think Young 
Are you feeling lucky? This month at Think 
Young, weõll have fun playing some Keno! 
We are meeting on Tuesday, February 14th at 
11:30 a.m. Please bring a òwhite elephantó 
gift in a plain brown paper bag if you can. 
As always, please bring a covered dish for 
our luncheon and also bring a friend or two. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Hot Dog…It’s Super Bowl Mania! 

Get ready to share Super Bowl Sunday, February 5
th

 

with Presbyterian Women! We’ll have T.V., family 

games, and lots of food for sale.  

There will be hot dogs 4 different ways (Atlanta, New 

York, Chicago, and build-your-own), chips, snacks, 

drinks, and baked goods all for your  

eating pleasure. Plan to stay after church and eat your 

way through the afternoon, with family fun and 

games while rooting for your favorite team  

in the Super Bowl. 

    
 

  

Reminder: 

The church office will be closed 

on Monday, 

February 20
th
. 

             

The Helping Hands food bank 
item of the month for February  

is:  laundry detergent.  
If you are able, please bring some 

with your other food item 
donations to the box in the 

Fellowship Hall. 



 


